
                              Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

           Thursday, April 18th, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes 

                  3:30 PM- Municipal Center Assembly Room- Southington, CT 

  

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Mr. 

Champagne, Mr. Borowy and Chairman Berkmoes. Also in attendance were Mark Sciota; 

Town Atty./Deputy Town Manager and David Lavallee, Southington Environmental 

Planner.  

 

Vice Chair Urillo called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM. The Committee moved into 

Executive Session to discuss real estate matters at 3:34 PM upon a motion by Miss Miceli 

and Second by Mr. Pocock with all in favor. Executive Session adjourned at 4:05 PM. 

The Regular Meeting resumed immediately thereafter.  

The next order of business was an update on the Forest Management Plan Professor Tom 

Worthley is preparing for us out at Crescent Lake. Mr. Worthley is finalizing the 

completed draft and will notify us when it is ready. Mr. Lavallee noted that a Girl Scout 

Troop is still interested in generating a map, building benches, and marking trails in 

conjunction with the Crescent Lake project. Representatives from the Troop will be 

invited to share their plans at the next Open Space Committee meeting. The next item on 

the agenda was a discussion on the Community Gardens. Mr. Lavallee noted that so far, a 

total of 8 applications have been submitted; 5 for East Street and 3 for Academy. 

Reconstruction of the garden beds on Academy Street has been completed after being 

damaged by snow removal operations during the severe winter storm. A special thank-

you to Steve Wlodkowski, Tony Musto and other members of the Highway Dept. was put 

forth by Miss Sica for their efforts in getting the garden beds back to their original 

condition. Next on the agenda was a discussion on Earth Day activities hosted by the 

Committee; a grand opening of the Germania Street kayak/canoe launch will be held on 

Saturday, May 18
th

 at 10:00 a.m. at the launch, corner of Germania and George Streets. 

The public is invited to bring their kayaks or canoes for a trip down to the bowling alley 

in Plantsville. Miss Miceli requested that a press release be drafted as well as postings to 

the website and the P.D.’s and Parks and Rec. Facebook pages. Next up was a discussion 

on the Open Space Committee’s future Goals and Objectives; Miss Miceli indicated that 

she would like to get some solid numbers on the Town’s percentage of open space and 

park lands. Perhaps a goal of a certain percentage would facilitate grant pursuit and future 

funding. The Plan of Conservation and Development did not specify a certain goal. Mr. 

Lavallee will work with the Town’s GIS vendor to achieve this. Finally, under 

Communications, Miss Morin, a Southington resident, discussed her options for donating 

property she is interested in acquiring, likely under the parameters of a life-use 

agreement. Attorney Sciota indicated that the Town could buy the development rights 

and the owners could still use the property for recreation purposes but not to build upon. 

The property could then be transferred to the Town upon the life-use coming to bear. 

Miss Morin thanked the Committee for their time and information. A motion to adjourn 

was made by Miss Miceli, Seconded by Mr. Brumback and passed with all in favor at 

4:35 PM. 

 


